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Welcome from the 48th Annual Meeting Program Co-Chairs 
 
Dear NCOBPS Members, Supporters, and Friends: 
 
We genuinely welcome you to San Diego for the 48th Annual Meeting of the National 
Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS).  The Program Co-Chairs, Executive 
Council, and Section Chairs have worked tirelessly to coordinate scholars and activists at a 
conference that is intellectually stimulating, professionally rewarding, and a space and 
place for networking, fellowship, strategizing, and resource sharing. The theme for this 
yearÕs conference program is ÒBlack Politics at an Intersection: Challenging Persistent 
Inequities.Ó The theme explores the inter- and intra-sections of movements, 
methodologies, demographics, and strategies within 21st century Black politics.   
Blackness has always been a contested political reality.  For centuries, the state has long 
curtailed Black access to make justice a reality.   In the last century, political candidates 
often sought to use BlacksÕ nascent political opportunities Ð from voting to elected office 
and issue campaigns Ð for personal political expediency with limited tangible benefits for 
Black communities.  The papers, panels, posters, and roundtables reflect heterogeneity 
within and external to Blackness and scholarship that recognizes Blackness as both a 
political and ascriptive identity as well as the diasporic racial politics, global struggles, and 
triumphs of Black movements internationally. 
 
We would like to express our deepest gratitude and sincerest appreciation to our diligent 
Section Chairs, the NCOBPS Executive Council, Panel Chairs and Discussant Volunteers, 
and especially the tireless efforts of Dr. Kathie Stromile Golden.  We are grateful to the 
talented Ms. Christina Hairston, a senior Communication Arts and Art History major at 
Virginia Commonwealth University, who designed the cover art for the program. We 
would also like to thank Kim Mealy and the American Political Science Association 
(APSA) for their financial assistance and overall support for the program and the 
NCOBPS organization. Moreover, we would like to thank the University of Delaware 
College of Arts and Sciences (David Wilson and KC Morrison), the Association of the 
Study of Black Women in Politics (ASPWP), and the Politics, Groups, and Identities 
journal for providing additional support for various aspects of the conference. 
 
Our collaborations with the San Diego NAACP, the Voice & Viewpoint newspaper, and 
the Central San Diego Black Chamber of Commerce provided much valuable information 
as we endeavored to plan this yearÕs program.  Hence, in addition to the robust panels 
assembled, we encourage you to take advantage of the sights (and weather) in San Diego. 
Please be sure to venture just ten minutes away to Old Towne in San Diego, where you 
can see the rich history of Mexican Americans and African Americans in this region. 
 
Welcome to San Diego and the 48th Annual NCOBPS Conference. We look forward to 
(re)connecting and expanding the conversation of Blacks Politics at an Intersection within 
and beyond the boundaries of the U.S. polity. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 

 

Ravi K. Perry, Ph.D.    Christina Greer, Ph.D. 
Co-Chair, 48th Annual Conference  Co-Chair, 48th Annual Conference 





NCOBPS Statement on Diversity and Harassment 
 
The National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS) is a professional 
organization committed to upholding the principles of our history and mission as 
governed by our Constitution and By-Laws. Annual Meetings are conducted in a 
scholarly and professional manner where NCOBPS strives to foster and sustain a 
professional environment of inclusiveness that empowers all to participate without fear of 
prejudice or bias. 
 
Each year, NCOBPS is dedicated to providing an exemplary educational conference that 
offers a nurturing and challenging intellectual climate, a respect for the spectrum of 
human diversity, and a genuine understanding of the many differences that enrich our 
vibrant organization, such as race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity/expression, sexual 
orientation, age, socioeconomic status, disability, religion, national origin or military 
status. 
 
We expect every member of our NCOBPS family to embrace these underlying values and 
to demonstrate a strong commitment to attracting, retaining and supporting individuals 
who feel welcome and free to participate in any NCOBPS-sponsored events. Thus, all 
forms of unlawful and illegal discrimination, including sexual harassment, other verbal or 
physical conducts, and/or unprofessional behavior, including extreme or severe use of 
epithets, slurs, negative stereotyping due to differences in expressed ideology or opinions, 
are unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
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NCOBPS Leadership and Council Members 
 

 
President  
Todd Shaw, Ph.D. 
University of South Carolina 
 
President-Elect 
Shayla Nunnally, Ph.D. 
University of Connecticut 
 
Treasurer 
Fatemah Shafiei, Ph.D. 
Spelman College 
 
Acting Secretary  
Emmitt Riley, III, Ph.D. 
DePauw University 
 
48th Annual Meeting Co-Chairs 
Christina Greer, Ph.D. 
Fordham University 
 
Ravi K. Perry, Ph.D. 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
Executive Director 
Kathie Stromile Golden, Ph.D. 
Mississippi Valley State Univ. 
 
 
 

Undergraduate Representative 
Courtney Body 
Jackson State University 
 
Graduate Representative 
Najja Baptist 
Howard University 
_____ 
 
At Large Members 
 
Ray Block, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin-Lacrosse 
 
Khalilah Brown-Dean, Ph.D. 
Quinnipiac University 
 
Keesha Middlemass, Ph.D. 
Trinity University 
 
Clarissa Peterson, Ph.D. 
DePauw University 
 
Terri Platt, Ph.D. 
Clark Atlanta University 
 
Christopher Whitt, Ph.D. 
Augustana College 

 
 



NCOBPS Appointed Leadership 
 

President-Appointed Positions, Non-Voting Status 
 

Khalilah Brown-Dean, Parliamentarian 
Quinnipiac University 

 
Sheila Harmon Martin, Historian 

University of the District of Columbia 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Sherri Wallace, University of Louisville 

 
NCOBPS Institute Director 

Kurt Young, Clark Atlanta University 
 

NCOBPS Council Appointed Positions, Non-Council Status 
 

National Political Science Review 
Editorial Team 

Tiffany Willoughby-Herard, Managing Editor 
University of California, Irvine 

 
Julia Jordan-Zachery, Associate Managing Editor 

Providence College 
 

Duchess Harris 
Macalester College 

 
Angela K. Lewis 

Univ. of Alabama, Birmingham 
 

Sharon Wright Austin 
The University of Florida 

 
Keisha Blain, Book Review Editor 

University of Iowa 
 

Email: NPSREditors@gmail.com!



Other NCOBPS Leadership 
 
NCOBPS Independent Foundations 
Graduate Assistantship Program, Inc. (G.A.P.)  
Kathie Stromile Golden, President 
Mississippi Valley State University 
 
Jewel Limar Prestage Mentorship Award 
Shiela Harmon Martin 
University of the District of Columbia 
 
Dianne Pinderhughes Award Committee 
Lorrie Frasure Yokely 
U. of California, Los Angeles 
 
Ruth Nicole Brown 
U. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 
Standing Committees/Task Forces 
Executive Committee Chair 
Todd C. Shaw, University of South Carolina 
 
2017 Conference Program Co-Chairs 
Christina Greer, Fordham University 
 
Ravi K. Perry 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
Awards Committee Chair 
Shayla Nunnally, University of Connecticut 
 
Governance and Infrastructure Task Force Chair 
Shayla Nunnally, University of Connecticut 
 
LGBT Task Force Co-Chairs 
Jerome Hunt 
University of the District of Columbia 
 
S. Nicole Cathey, Tougaloo College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Development Committee 
K.C. Morrison, Chair 
University of Delaware 
 
Elsie Scott 
Ronald W. Walters Leadership and 
Public Policy Center/Howard U., Vice-Chair 
 
Web Technology Committee Chair 
David Blanding 
US Government Accountability Office 
 
Membership Committee Co-Chairs 
Teri Platt, Clark Atlanta University 
Dorian Crosby, Spelman College 
 
Nominations & Election Committee Chair 
Valeria Sinclair-Chapman, Purdue University 
 
Council of Presidents Co-Chairs 
Mack Jones, Clark Atlanta University (Retired) 
Shelby Lewis, Clark Atlanta University 
(Emeritus) 
 
NPSR Publisher Search Committee Chair 
Marion Orr, Brown University 
 
Hanes Walton Jr. ICPSR Summer Fellowship  
Tyson King-Meadows, Chair  
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 
Assoc. for the Study of Black Women in Politics 
Nikol Alexander-Floyd, Rutgers University 



NCOBPS Awards Committee Chairs 
 

W.E.B. Du Bois Distinguished Book Award Co-Chairs 
Megan Ming Francis, University of Washington 

Christopher Stout, Oregon State University 
 

Rodney Higgins Best Faculty Paper Award 
Randolph Burnside, University of Southern Illinois, Chair 

 
Fannie Lou Hamer Outstanding Community Service Award 

Gladys Mitchell-Walthour, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Chair 
 

Bayard Rustin Best LGBT Student Paper Award 
Brittney Lewis, University of Minnesota, Chair 

 
Anna Julia Cooper Teacher of the Year Award 

Walton Brown-Foster, Central Connecticut State University, Chair 
 

Sammy Younge Best Student Paper Award 
Monique L. Lyle, University of South Carolina, Chair 

 
Alex Willingham Best Political Theory Paper Award 
Shayla C. Nunnally, University of Connecticut, Chair 
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CO-CHAIR 1  

  
CO-CHAIR 2  

I.  African and Diaspora 
Politics 
  

Dr. Kurt Young  
Clark Atlanta University   

kyoung@cau.edu 

Dr. Maziki Thame 
University of West Indies, Mona, Jamaica 

maziki.thame@gmail.com 
 

II.  Politics, Inequality, and 
Social Justice 

Dr. Natasha Christie 
University of North Florida  

n.christie@unf.edu  

Dr. Lolita D. Gray  
Jackson State University
lolita.d.gray@jsums.edu

III.  Comparative Politics, 
International Relations, 
and Transnational Politics 
  

Dr. Michael Clemons 
Old Dominion University 

mclemons@odu.edu  
 
  

 
 

 

IV.  Identity Politics: 
Gender, Class, Ethnicity, 
Sexuality, and Religion 
  

Dr. Tonya Williams 
Johnson C. Smith University 

lmwilliams@jcsu.edu 

Dr. James Taylor  
University of San Francisco 

taylorj@usfca.edu  
  

V. Teaching, Scholarly 
Research, and Professional 
Development 
  

Dr. Boris Ricks 
California State University, 

Northridge 
boris.ricks@csun.edu 

Dr. Christopher Whitt  
Augustana College 

ChristopherWhitt@Augustana.edu  
 

VI.  Undergraduate 
Research 
  

Dr. Khalilah  Brown-Dean 
Quinnipiac University 

Khalilah.Brown -
Dean@quinnipiac.edu 

 

 
 

VII.  Political Theory, 
Philosophy, and 
Methodology 
  

Dr. Niambi Carter  
Howard University 

niambicarter@gmail.com 

Dr. Cory Gooding 
University of San Diego 

cgooding.edu 

VIII.  Political Institutions 
and Public Policy 
  

Dr. Angela Lewis 
University of Birmingham at 

Alabama 
dralewis@uab.edu 

Dr. Emmitt Riley  
Depauw University 

emmittriley @depauw.edu  

IX.  Politics and Popular 
Culture  

 Dr. Lakeyta Bonnette 
Georgia State University 

Lbonnette@gsu.edu  

Dr. H. Lavar Pope 
Ohio University 

lavarpope@gmail.com 

X. Public Opinion and 
Political Participation  
  

 Dr. Ray Block 
University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 

rblock@uwlax.edu 

Dr. Maruice Mangum 
North Carolina A&T State University  

mmangum1@ncat.edu 
 
  

ÒFo r  cent ur ies,  t he st at e has lo ng  cur t ai led  Black  access 

to  make just i ce a real i ty .Ò 
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Kenyon Farrow, Treatment Action Group 
Kenyon Farrow is the US & Global Health Policy Director for Treatment Action Group, an 
independent AIDS research and policy think tank fighting for better treatment, a vaccine, and a 
cure for AIDS, TB and Hep C. Kenyon is also the former executive director of Queers for 
Economic Justice, and has a long track record of community organizing work on criminalization, 
mass imprisonment, homelessness and HIV. Kenyon is the co-editor of the book Letters from 
Young Activists: TodayÕs Rebels Speak Out. His work has also appeared in the 
anthologies Spirited: Affirming the Soul of Black Lesbian and Gay Identity, Against Equality: 
Queer Critiques of Same-Sex Marriage, For Colored Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When 
The Rainbow Is Still Not Enough, We Have Not Been Moved: Resisting Racism and Militarism in 
21st Century America, and Black Gay Genius: Answering Joseph Beam's Call. Kenyon was 
named one of Out magazineÕs Out 100 for 2008, the Advocate magazineÕs Ò40 Under 40Ó LGBT 
Leaders in the U.S. for 2010, one of Black Entertainment TelevisionÕs ÒModern Black History 
HeroesÓ for 2011, received the Community Activist Award at Chicago Black PrideÕs Esteem 
Awards in 2013, and given the 2016 Sexual Freedom Award by the Woodhull Institute. 
 
DÕandra Orey, Jackson State University 
Dr. Byron DÕAndra Orey is Professor of Political Science at Jackson State University. He has 
published over thirty scholarly articles and book chapters and participated in over 100 scholarly 
conferences. He has received approximately $500,000 in grants for his research and has been 
awarded the Anna Julia Cooper Teacher of the Year in 2008 and the Jewel Limar Prestage 
Mentor of the year in 2011 by the National Conference of Black Political Scientists. DÕAndra 
currently serves on the Executive Committees for the American Political Science Association, 
Southern Political Science Association and Pi Sigma Alpha and is also a past member of the 
Executive Committee for the National Conference of Black Political Scientists and has also 
served on the Committee for the Status of Blacks in the Profession (APSA). He currently serves 
on the editorial boards for State Politics & Policy Quarterly, the Journal of Race and Policy and 
the Pi Sigma Alpha undergraduate journal. He holds a B.S., in Business Administration from 
Mississippi Valley State University, a MPA from the University of Mississippi, an M.A. of 
Political Science from the State University of New York at Stony Brook and a PhD from the 
University of New Orleans in Political Science. 
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Keesha Middlemass, Trinity University 
Dr. Keesha M. Middlemass is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at 
Trinity University (San Antonio, Texas) where she teaches courses in American Politics, Public 
Policy and Urban Politics. MiddlemassÕ research examines issues at the intersection of race, 
prisoner reentry, institutions and public policy. Her scholarship is published in Aggressive 
Behavior, Criminal Justice & Behavior and Social Science Quarterly. Her co-edited book, 
Racializing Justice, Disenfranchising Lives, explores the systemic crisis of mass imprisonment 
and disenfranchisement in African American communities. Her single authored book, Convicted 
& Condemned: The Politics and Policies of Prisoner Reentry, will be published by New York 
University Press (June 2017). Through the application of social disability theory, Middlemass 
has written an interdisciplinary and ethnographic account that links race to public policies and 
individual experiences to demonstrate that a felony conviction is a social disability, which makes 
it extremely difficult for former prisoners to successfully reenter. Prior to joining the faculty at 
Trinity University, Middlemass was an Andrew Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow on Race, Crime 
and Justice at the Vera Institute of Justice in New York City and an American Political Science 
Association Congressional Fellow. 
 
K.C. Morrison, University of Delaware 
Dr. Minion Kenneth Chauncey "KC" Morrison is Professor of Public Policy and Administration 
at the University of Delaware. He previously headed the Department of Political Science and 
Public Administration at Mississippi State University. From 1989-2009 he was Professor of 
Political Science at the University of Missouri-Columbia, and held the Frederick Middlebush 
Professorship. He served there as a Vice Provost from 1989 to 1997. Prior to Missouri, Morrison 
was at Syracuse University, where he served as the Chair of Afro-American Studies for five 
years. He has a BA. (cum laude) from Tougaloo College (1968), and MA (1969) and PhD (1977) 
in Political Science and African Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His 
publications include several books: Aaron Henry of Mississippi: Inside Agitator, (2015,); African 
Americans and Political Participation (2003); Black Political Mobilization, Leadership and 
Power (1987); Housing and Urban Poor in Africa (1982), edited with Peter Gutkind; and 
Ethnicity and Political Integration (1982).  Many articles and reviews have appeared in such 
journals as Polity, Comparative Political Studies, Comparative Studies in Society and History, 
Publius, Comparative Politics, Political Science Quarterly, International Political Science 
Review, National Political Science Review, Politics and Religion, American Political Science 
Review, International Studies Perspectives, and Journal of Modern African Studies. 
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Tiffany Willoughby-Herard, University of California, Irvine  
Dr. Tiffany Willoughby-Herard, Ph.D. (Associate Professor, African American Studies, 
University of California, Irvine) researches black political thoughtÑespecially black 
internationalism, the black radical tradition, and black feminism and Third World feminisms. 
Her book, Waste of a White Skin: The Carnegie Corporation and the Racial Logic of White 
Vulnerability (University of California Press 2015) emphasizes transnational linkages that made 
Òpoor whitesÓ the central currency for US and South African intellectuals and race relations 
policy makers. She examines the role of international philanthropy in South Africa as an 
expression of the making of global whiteness and the consolidation of the Afrikaner Nationalist 
variant of white nationalism. Her work is published in: Cultural Dynamics, African Identities, 
Social Justice, Politics, Groups, and Identities, South African Review of Sociology, New 
Political Science, Kroeber Anthropological Society Papers, and Race and Class and is the editor 
of, Theories of Blackness: On Life and Death (University Readers and Cognella Publishers). In 
2008 she published ÒÒThe Rape of an Obstinate Woman: Frantz FanonÕs Wretched of the EarthÓ 
in the anthology Shout Out: Women of Color Respond to Violence edited by Barbara Ige and 
Maria Ochoa (Berkeley, CA: Seal Press). She is the Managing Editor of the National Political 
Science Review. 
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Chair: Mark Sawyer, UCLA 
 
Lorrie Frasure-Yokley, University of California Los Angeles 
Dr. Lorrie Frasure-Yokley is an Associate Professor of Political Science at UCLA. Professor  
Frasure-YokleyÕs research interests include racial and ethnic politics, political behavior, state and  
local governance and the political economy of metropolitan areas. Her book, Racial and Ethnic  
Politics in American Suburbs (Cambridge University Press, 2015) is the 2016 Winner of the Best  
Book Award by the Race, Ethnicity, and Politics (REP) Section and the Dennis Judd Best Book  
Award by the Urban and Local Politics Section of the American Political Science Association  
(APSA). She is the co-Principal Investigator of the 2008, 2012 Collaborative Multiracial Post- 
Election Study (CMPS).   Professor Frasure-Yokley is the recipient of several local and national  
awards including the Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship from the National Research  
Council of the National Academies, and the Clarence Stone Young Scholars Award of the  
American Political Science AssociationÕs Urban Politics Section. 
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Melina Abdullah, CSU Los Angeles 
Dr. Melina Abdullah is a womanist scholar-activist and Professor and Chair of Pan-African 
Studies at California State University, Los Angeles.  Dr. Abdullah earned her Ph.D. from the 
University of Southern California in Political Science and her B.A. from Howard University in 
African-American Studies. Abdullah is the author of numerous articles and book chapters, with 
subjects ranging from political coalition building to womanist mothering. Professor Abdullah is a 
leader in the fight for Ethnic Studies in the K-12 and university systems.  She was among the 
original group of organizers that convened to form Black Lives Matter and continues to serve as 
a Los Angeles chapter lead and contributes to the global leadership.  She is co-host and co-
producer of the weekly radio program Beautiful Struggle which airs on KPFK, part of the 
Pacifica radio network.  Dr. Abdullah serves on several commissions and boards, including the 
Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission.  She is the recipient of many awards 
including NCOBPSÕ 2016 ÒFannie Lou Hamer Award.Ó Melina often appears in media and film, 
most notably the acclaimed documentary 13th.  She is originally from Oakland, California and 
currently resides in Los Angeles where she is a single Òsoccer mamaÓ of three children. 
 
James Taylor, University of San Francisco  
Dr. James Taylor is a full-rank professor of Political Science in the Department of Politics at  
the University of San Francisco. He is current Director of the African American Studies program  
and teaches regularly in the African American and African Diaspora Studies Department at the  
University of California, Berkeley. Taylor is the author of the book Black Nationalism in the  
United States: From Malcolm X to Barack Obama, which earned "Outstanding Academic  
Title" - Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries (January 2012).  Taylor is co-editor  
and an author with Katherine Tate (Brown University) and Mark Sawyer (UCLA) (eds.),  
Something's in the Air: Race and the Legalization of Marijuana (Routledge, 2013), focusing  
on controversies concerning race and marijuana legalization in the state of California.  
He is former President of the National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS), an 
important organization of African American, African, and Afro Caribbean political scientists in 
the United States. His undergraduate degree is from Pepperdine University and his graduate 
degrees were earned at the University of Southern California (USC) with distinction. He has 
taught previously as a Visiting Associate Professor of political science at Saint Louis University 
in Madrid, Spain, and Political Science and African American Studies at University of 
California, Berkeley. His teaching and research scholarly interests are in religion and politics in 
the United States, race and ethnic politics, African American political history, political and social 
movements, political ideology, law and public policy, and the U.S. Presidency. 
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Boris Ricks, California State University, Northridge 
Dr. Boris E. Ricks is a broadly trained Political Scientist with specializations in Racial Politics, 
Urban Affairs, State & Local Government, and Public Policy/Administration. He draws upon an 
interdisciplinary approach to the investigation (and intersection) of race, politics, disparities 
research and public policy. His program of research utilizes a mixed methodological approach 
(ethnography, case study, surveys, interviews and applied research) which emphasize systematic 
observation(s).  At present, he is currently investigating/examining: (a) the role race plays in 
legislative committee chair assignments (State Legislatures);  (b) race associated differences in 
health outcomes (well-documented, yet poorly explained);  and (c) the impact of minority 
candidates de-emphasizing race to increase their chances for electoral success (deracialization 
thesis). Professor Ricks has also served as a consultant to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Los Angeles, American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), Weingart YMCA, and National Forum for Black Public Administrators.  He has 
held leadership positions and membership in various professional organizations such as the 
American Political Science Association, Western Political Science Association, National 
Conference of Black Political Scientists, American Society of Public Administration, and 
National Conference of Minority Public Administrators.  Ricks is a member of the Pi Sigma 
Alpha National Political Science Honor Fraternity. Dr. Ricks holds a Ph.D. (University of 
Southern California); MPA (University of Mississippi); and BA (Mississippi Valley State 
University).   
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Shirley Weber, Democratic Assemblymember for the 79th District in California  
Assembly Member Shirley Nash Weber was elected in November of 2012 to represent 
California's 79th Assembly District, which includes the cities of Chula Vista, La Mesa, Lemon 
Grove, National City and San Diego. Assemblymember Weber was recently appointed by 
Assembly Speaker Rendon to chair the Assembly Committee on Elections and Redistricting. She 
also chairs the Assembly Select Committee on Higher Education in San Diego County and the 
Assembly Select Committee on Campus Climate, and serves on the Assembly Standing 
Committees on Education, Higher Education, Appropriations, and Banking and Finance. She is 
also past Chair of the Assembly Committee on the Budget. Born to sharecroppers from Hope, 
Arkansas, Shirley Weber has lived in California since the age of 3. She attended UCLA, where 
she received her BA, MA and PhD by the age of 26. Dr. Weber also taught at California State 
University at Los Angeles and Los Angeles City College before coming to San Diego State 
University. Weber has lived in the 79th Assembly District for over 30 years. Deeply committed 
to community service, she served on the boards of the NAACP, the YWCA, the YMCA 
Scholarship Committee, Battered Women Services, United Way and the San Diego Consortium.  
As an Assemblymember, Weber has translated her commitment to education and social justice   
into her ambitious legislative agenda. She is also outspoken on the importance of investing in  
early childhood education as a means of preventing drop-out rates, dependence on social  
services, incarceration and unemployment. Assembly Member Weber is the mother of a daughter  
and son, and has two grandchildren. She is the widow of the late Honorable Daniel Weber, a  
California state judge. 
 
Rev. Dr. John Warren, Publisher and CEO of Voice and Viewpoint 
Dr. John Warren is President of Warren Communications, Inc., an African American owned  
media group with community newspapers on the East and West Coast. He serves as Publisher of  
the  57 year old San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Community Newspaper covering 87 zip codes in  
San Diego County as a legal paid weekly publication, and Co Publisher of the Florida Tribune  
Community Newspaper which served three counties in South Central Florida for over 15 years.  
He is a noted journalist in the San Diego community where he was a weekly commentator on the  
local NPR PBS station for almost a decade; he is a member and past Director of the National  
Newspaper Publishers Association and a member of the California Newspaper Publisher  
Association; a past member of the National Bar Association, past member of the American  
Society for Public Administration and the original Conference of Minority Public  
Administrators. He is a past Vice President of the National Institute of Public Management, a  
non-profit think group which provided public policy assistance to the National League of Cities  
and the U.S. Conference of Mayors in the late 1970's He is an ordained minister, co-founder and  
senior pastor of the Eagles Nest Christian Worship Center, San Diego, California. 
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Niambi Carter, Howard University 
Dr. Niambi Carter is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Howard University.  A proud 
Temple University alum earning her BA in African American studies with a minor in Political 
Science. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from Duke University (2007) working 
primarily in the area of American politics with a specific focus on race and ethnic politics.  Her 
book manuscript examines African American public opinion with respect to immigration.  Her 
work has appeared in numerous publications, such as the Journal of Politics, Political 
Psychology, Journal of Women, Politics, and Policy, Journal of African American Studies, and 
other outlets. Prof. CarterÕs other work examines majority-Black cities as immigrant sanctuaries; 
Black Lives Matter protests and congressional legislation; and the the politics of lynching 
and  the meaning of citizenship for African Americans. 
 
Sekou Franklin, Middle Tennessee State University 
Dr. Sekou Franklin is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at Middle  
Tennessee State University (MTSU) and is the Coordinator of Urban Studies Minor Program at  
MTSU.   He is the author of After the Rebellion: Black Youth, Social Movement Activism, and  
the Post-Civil Rights Generation (NYU Press, 2014) and edited the State of Blacks in Middle  
Tennessee.  In November 2016, he coordinated the Tennessee Election Protection hotline in  
collaboration with the LawyersÕ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.  He also serves on the  
Tennessee NAACP State Conference and coordinates its legislative alert system, and he serves  
on the Tennessee Advisory Committee for the US Commission on Civil Rights.  In addition, he  
has worked closely with the Urban EpiCenter, Tennessee Alliance for Progress, Tennessee  
Citizen Action, Jobs with Justice of Middle Tennessee, Democracy Nashville, and the  
Nonviolent Resistance and Social Justice Committee. 
 
Megan M. Francis, University of Washington 
Dr. Megan Ming Francis is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at the 
University of Washington and is also the Field Director for History and Political Development at 
the Washington Institute for the Study of Inequality and Race (WISIR). Francis specializes in the 
study of American politics, race, and the development of constitutional law. She is particularly 
interested in the construction of rights and citizenship, black political activism, and the post-civil 
war South.  She is the author of the multiple-award winning book, Civil Rights and the Making 
of the Modern American State (2014). This book tells the story of how the early campaign 
against state sanctioned racial violence of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) shaped the modern civil rights movement. 



In Memoriam  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Savannah N. Carroll  
Born February 3, 1986 to Brenda R. Carroll and Brandon L. Carroll in San Antonio, TX, Dr. Carroll departed this 
life on April 7, 2016.  Dr. Carroll was Edison High SchoolÕs (San Antonio, TX) first African American drum major, 
where she also graduated in the top 10 of her class.  She attained two bachelorÕs degrees in political science and 
African American Studies from Arizona State University.  She also earned a MasterÕs degree and doctoral degree in 
Afro-American Studies from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst.  Dr. Carroll was a devoted member of the 
National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS), having been a member as a graduate student and 
professional.  She was a former Graduate Student Representative (2012-2014) on the NCOBPS Executive Council, 
and she organized the inaugural Founders Symposium, which highlights critical, scholarly discussions and research 
in the discipline in honor of our organizationÕs Founders, ancestors, and other important contributors to NCOBPS.  

In May 2015, just weeks after successfully defending her Ph.D. dissertation on the Afro-Mexican presence in 
Mexico (Creating the Ideal Mexican: 20th and 21st Century Racial and National Identity Discourses in Oaxaca) 
from the Department of Afro-American Studies (History and Politics Track; Certificate in Latin American, 
Caribbean, and Latino Studies) at the University of Massachusetts, Dr. Carroll was diagnosed with breast cancer, 
and she valiantly fought the disease for almost a year, before succumbing to her illness.  Amid, chemotherapy, 
radiation, and several surgeries, she completed academic job and post-doctoral fellowship applications.  From her 
hospital bed, she helped plan the 2016 Founders Symposium, and she served Òon-callÓ to assist with handling 
organizational matters, as the 2016 NCOBPS Annual Meeting convened and as she was unable to attend, due to her 
medical condition.  She lost her battle with cancer, just weeks before her Ph.D. graduation, and thus, received her 
degree posthumously.  Her research has been published in the International Journal of Interdisciplinary Civic & 
Political Studies and the Journal of Pan African Studies. Dr. CarrollÕs will to beat her cancer, striving to enjoy life to 
its fullest, fierce desire to encourage others to reach for their highest limits, and persistence to give unselfishly to 
NCOBPS, all contribute to the budding scholar, who NCOBPS acknowledges she was and who it grieves in passing 
too soon.   

It is because of her spirit and tenacious drive to serve NCOBPS that President Todd C. Shaw honorably dedicated 
NCOBPSÕ 2017 Founders Symposium to commemorate the service, dedication, and memory of Dr. Savannah N. 
Carroll. 



Congratulations NCOBPS 48thAnnual Conference 

San Diego, CA 
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